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BRISBANE PLANNING COMMISSION

Minutes of May 8, 2008

Regular Meeting

CALL TO ORDER


Commission Chairperson Maturo called the meeting to order at 7:35 p.m.

ROLL CALL


Present:
Commissioners Lentz, Munir and Parker, Chairperson Maturo

Absent:
Commissioner Hunter


Staff Present:
Community Development Director Prince, Senior Planner Tune, Associate Planner Johnson,
ADOPTION OF AGENDA

Commissioner Lentz moved to adopt the agenda as proposed.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Munir and unanimously approved.

CONSENT CALENDAR
1. Approval of Draft Minutes of March 27, 2008 Regular Meeting


Chairperson Maturo requested corrections to typos on pages 11, 13 & 17.  Commissioner Munir moved to approve the minutes of the March 27 meeting corrected.  The motion was seconded by Chairperson Maturo and approved, 2 – 0, with Commissioners Lentz and Parker abstaining.

2. Approval of Draft Minutes of April 3, 2008 Special Meeting


Chairperson Maturo requested correction of a typo on page 3.  Commissioner Munir moved to approve the minutes of the April 3 meeting corrected.  The motion was seconded by Chairperson Maturo and approved, 2 – 0, with Commissioners Lentz and Parker abstaining.

3. Approval of Draft Minutes of April 10, 2008 Regular Meeting


Chairperson Maturo requested correction of a typo on page 9.  Commissioner Munir moved to approve the minutes of the April 10 meeting corrected.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Lentz and approved, 3– 0, with Commissioner Parker abstaining.
ORAL COMMUNICATIONS

Terry O’Connell welcomed new Commissioner Parker.

WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS


Chairperson Maturo acknowledged receipt of miscellaneous items, including a letter regarding 325 Valley Drive. 

OLD BUSINESS

1.
325 Valley Drive; Adoption of Report to the City Council on the Appeal of the Planning Commission’s Conditional Approval of Design Permit DP-7-07 and Use Permit UP-10-07 with Mitigated Negative Declaration; Design Permit and Use Permit to Replace Existing 130,674 Sq. Ft. Office/Warehouse with 90,000 Sq. Ft. Freight Forwarder Facility with 20,000+/- Cu. Yds. of Cut/Fill; International Airport Centers, applicant; IAC 325 Valley LLC, owner; APN 005-190-010

Senior Planner Tune noted that the City Council will be hearing the appeal of the Planning Commission’s conditional approval of the Design Permit and Use Permit for 325 Valley Drive.  He explained that the report currently before the Commission is the standard format cover memo for the written record of the Planning Commission’s proceedings regarding this item.  He recommended that the Commission adopt the report so that it can be forwarded to the Council.
At Commissioner Lentz’s request, Senior Planner Tune confirmed that the original intent of the 20% cap on freight forwarders was to maintain a diversity of uses in Crocker Park.  Commissioner Lentz noted that distribution centers, which also generate truck traffic, are not subject to the cap.

Chairperson Maturo invited comments from members of the public.

Michele Salmon asked the Commissioners as private citizens to bring to the Council the concerns they had previously expressed about the proposed use, particularly regarding the adequacy of the scientific studies and the potential impacts of traffic, even though the Commission felt compelled to approve the project because it did not exceed the cap.  She said the fact that other traffic-generating uses in Crocker Park are not subject to a cap makes it all that more important to control traffic-generating uses that are.  She stated that these concerns should be addressed through full environmental review.

Terry O’Connell said that she did not agree with the Commission’s findings.  She wanted the public to be aware that existing freight forwarder uses could expand beyond the 20% cap.

At Commissioner Munir’s request, Senior Planner Tune explained that freight forwarders that were existing at the time the 20% cap was adopted were grandfathered, which allows them expand without being subject to Use Permit approval; although, building additions would still be subject to Design Permit approval.

Commissioner Munir said that the issue of freight forwarders needs to be looked at in the General Plan update, because of the truck traffic impacts.

Community Development Director Prince said that, with the appeal, the City Council will have the opportunity to revisit the issue of freight forwarders.

 
There being no other members of the public who wished to address the Planning Commission on this matter, Chairperson Maturo asked for comments from the Commission.

Commissioner Lentz noted that the appeal will provide the Council with the opportunity to reconsider the issue.  He said that the City needs to be able to control the amount of truck traffic that Crocker Park can handle.


Commissioner Munir added that increased awareness of the significance of the greenhouse effect must also be taken into consideration.  He made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Lentz, to forwarded the report to the City Council.  The motion was approved on a vote of 3-0, with Commissioner Parker abstaining.

2.
2, 6 & 8 Humboldt Court; Report on Mitigation Measures per Tentative Parcel Map TPM-3-03 Condition of Approval EE


Senior Planner Tune explained that the State’s guidelines for the California Environmental Quality Act require that a report be prepared for the Planning Commission on the relative success of the mitigation measures that were adopted for any project.  He noted that in this case, the first house of the three that were approved as part of the density transfer project on Humboldt Court is ready for occupancy.  Thus, he said, this report on the mitigation measures for the project is being presented to the Commission.

In reviewing the outcome of the adopted mitigation measures, Senior Planner Tune not that that the Public Works Department considered those relating to grading and drainage to have been successful, since no unexpected problems were encountered during grading for the project and the associated street improvements required at the intersection of Annis and Humboldt Roads.  He confirmed that the eucalyptus on the site had been removed before the nesting season and that all of the exterior light fixtures are pointed downward to reduce glare into the night sky.
Senior Planner Tune concluded his presentation by asking the Commission to accept the report, without the need to take any formal action.

Commission Munir commented on the cost to the developer of reconfiguring the intersection, noting the benefit to the community from the improved access.

ITEMS INITIATED BY STAFF


Community Development Director Prince noted that the slowdown in the economy is reflected by the fewer applications that will be coming before the Planning Commission.
ITEMS INITIATED BY THE COMMISSION


Chairperson Maturo and the other Commissioners welcomed Commissioner Parker to the Commission.


Comissioner Munir noted that the biotech proposal at Sierra Point will be returned before the Council at the May 12th meeting.  In response to his inquiries, staff confirmed that there had been no progress regarding the gym at 1 San Bruno Avenue or the Bank of America signage that the Commission had approved.


In response to a question from Commissioner Lentz, staff clarified the planned location for the gym at the Northeast Ridge.


Chairperson Maturo reminded members of the public that the Baylands Citizens Advisory Group will be meeting May 20th.

ADJOURNMENT


There being no further business, Commissioner Munir made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Lentz, to adjourn to the Regular Meeting of May 22, 2008.  The motion was unanimously approved and the meeting was adjourned at 8:05 p.m.

________________________________
______________________________

William Prince, Director


Theresa Maturo, Chairperson

Community Development Department
Planning Commission

