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BRISBANE PLANNING COMMISSION

Minutes of November 1, 2007

Special Meeting

CALL TO ORDER


Acting Chairman Hawawini called the meeting to order at 7:35 p.m.

ROLL CALL


Present:
Commissioners Hawawini, Jameel, and Lentz


Absent:
Commissioner Maturo and Chairman Hunter


Staff Present:
Community Development Director Prince, Associate Planner Johnson, City Engineer/Public Works Director Breault
ADOPTION OF AGENDA

Commissioner Lentz moved to adopt the agenda as proposed.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Jameel and unanimously approved.

ORAL COMMUNICATIONS

There were no members of the public who wished to address the Commission.

WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS


Acting Chairman Hawawini reported that the Commission had received some flyers and miscellaneous correspondence.

NEW BUSINESS


1.
STUDY SESSION:  General Plan Update - Review of the Transportation and Circulation Element


Community Development Director Prince noted the Transportation and Circulation Element was the final General Plan element for the Commission to review.  He said that when the remaining portions of the Health and Safety Element were completed, the Commission will have finished its comprehensive review of the General Plan.


Community Development Director Prince advised that the Transportation and Circulation Element was one of the seven components prescribed by state law.  In this element, the law requires consideration of the general location and extent of existing and proposed thoroughfares and public utilities.  Community Development Director Prince noted that the Transportation and Circulation Element is closely correlated with the Land Use Element, which defines the City’s potential for development and growth.  He reviewed the purpose and goals of the Transportation and Circulation Element.


Community Development Director Prince said the City’s Transportation and Circulation Element policies and programs must comply with and take into account federal, state, regional, county, and local transportation laws and transit plans.  He discussed the roles and functions of the various regulatory agencies and planning groups involved.


Community Development Director Prince reviewed the key principles of smart growth and talked about their implications for transportation and land use planning.  He explained street classifications and their criteria.


Community Development Director Prince noted that the 1994 General Plan considered two major transportation improvements:  the Geneva Avenue extension, which is part of the Baylands Specific Plan, and a Caltrain station.  He said the meeting packet includes routes and schedules for public transit buses and shuttles serving Brisbane, as well as plans for bicycle and pedestrian routes.


Commissioner Lentz inquired about the possibility of having bicycle and pedestrian lanes throughout the Baylands development.  City Engineer/Public Works Director Breault responded that such improvements would be possible, but the details need to be worked out to ensure safe conditions.  He said the City was creating bike lanes along Bayshore Boulevard.  He noted Brisbane has obtained grant funds to pay for these and other bicycle-oriented improvements.


Commissioner Lentz asked if staff had any data indicating how many Brisbane residents were using the Crocker Park shuttle.  City Engineer/Public Works Director Breault suggested contacting the Assistant to the City Manager for that information.


Commissioner Lentz expressed concern about congestion at the intersection of Bayshore Boulevard and Old County Road.  City Engineer/Public Works Director Breault said adding a left-turn lane and changing the timing of the traffic signals could help resolve some of those problems.


Commissioner Jameel noted that Brisbane has a number of narrow, unsafe roads the City should try to improve.  City Engineer/Public Works Director Breault responded that future developments will provide opportunities to widen roads and make intersections safer.


Acting Chairman Hawawini advocated working with Samtrans to expand bus service to Brisbane.  City Engineer/Public Works Director Breault said service is based on ridership estimates.  He noted Samtrans is likely to increase routes and service when the Baylands is developed.


Commissioners reviewed and discussed current bus routes and shuttle services.


Acting Chairman Hawawini recommended encouraging installation of sidewalks as conditions of future developments.


At 8:43 p.m., the Commission took a brief recess.  Acting Chairman Hawawini reconvened the meeting at 8:56 p.m.


Community Development Director Prince reviewed the goals and vision section of the Transportation and Circulation Element.


Commissioner Lentz proposed postponing final recommendations until the next meeting when more Commissioners would be present.  Community Development Director Prince noted that absent Commissioners can make arrangements to watch the DVD recording of this meeting.  After some discussion, Commissioners agreed to review as much as possible at this meeting and finish the element at the November 8 meeting.  


Community Development Director Prince drew attention to the minor language changes recommended for Policies 38 and 39 and their associated programs.  He said no revisions are proposed for Policy 38.1.  He read new Policy 39.1 and the related programs, and noted that that similar language will be inserted under appropriate subareas.


Community Development Director Prince reviewed Policy 39.2.  The Commission discussed possible emergency egress routes from Sierra Point and decided to keep language pertaining to investigating alternative routes.


Commissioners reviewed the revisions proposed for Policies 39.3 through 46.1 and their related programs.  They decided to change the wording of Policy 46.1 to refer simply to promoting public awareness.  


The Commission approved the proposed changes to Policy 47 and its programs.


Commissioners discussed reducing the 20 percent maximum cap on freight forwarding businesses in Crocker Park.


The Commission reviewed and discussed the proposed revisions to Policies 48 through 57.1 and associated programs.  Commissioners suggested a few minor changes to these sections.


Acting Chairman Hawawini recommended beginning with the bicycle policies and programs at the next meeting.  

ITEMS INITIATED BY STAFF

Community Development Director Prince reminded Commissioners of the ongoing Baylands Speakers Series and noted the next sessions were scheduled for November 14 and November 16.


Commissioner Lentz said the October 29 presentation was very interesting and informative.  He encouraged all Commissioners and interested citizens to attend the next sessions.


Community Development Director Prince noted that DVD copies of the presentations will be made available for those who were unable to attend.

ITEMS INITIATED BY THE COMMISSION

Commissioner Jameel thanked the Public Works Department for correcting some of the problems he pointed out at previous meetings.

ADJOURNMENT


There being no further business, Commissioner Jameel made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Lentz, to adjourn to the Regular Meeting of November 8, 2007.  The motion was unanimously approved and the meeting was adjourned at 10:40 p.m.
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