OLD BUSINESS ITEM A

TO: Honorable Mayor and City Council

FROM: Director of Public Works/City Engineer via City Manager
SUBJECT:  Tree Planting — San Mateo Lane

DATE: Meeting of April 20, 2009

City Council Goals:

To develop plans and pursue opportunities to protect natural resources. (#8)
To preserve the unique character of Brisbane. (#16)

Purpose:

The proposed re-plantings are consistent with the City Council’s adopted community
values of “environmentally progressive” and “caring” (decisions are propelled by
stewardship of the environment).

Recommendation:

. Approve the proposed planting plan for San Mateo Lane

Background:

The Councii previousiy approved funds for the removal of 16 eucalyptus frees at San
Mateo Lane. During the discussion, the Council and community requested a plan for the
planting of replacement trees. A planting plan was brought to the City Council at its
February 2, 2009 meeting. At the meeting, members of the public objected to the
selection of two non native plant materials for the planting plan. Staff was instructed to
seek input from California Native Plant Society (CNPS) and concerned citizens regarding
what trees would be appropriate for the site and bring a revised plan back to the Council.

Discussion:

The consensus of recommendations received by staff was that the planting plan should
include an equal number of Coast live oak and California Buckeye trees. CNPS
recommended that, because this location was so close to the County Park, the plantings
should not be commercial nursery stock but locally sourced plant materials. The concern
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is that a commercial nursery Coast live oak may come from a seed source in central or
southern California which may have a different genetic make up from the Coast live oak
population on San Bruno Mtn. This could potentially impact the local population in a
negative way. Staff has located a native plant nursery in San Francisco that specializes in
locally sourced plant materials and can supply California Buckeyes from San Bruno Mtn.
and Coast live oaks from southeastern San Francisco. These plants are only available in
five gallon containers so the young trees will be much smaller (about 18" tall) when
planted than would be commercial nursery stock. For this reason, the revised plan
provides for staking and installing a protective wire mesh around the new trees.

Council does have the option to not authorize the expenditure of funds for this purpose at
this time; if that decision is selected, than the stumps will be removed along San Mateo
Lane but the area next to the street will remain unplanted until tunds are available for this
work.

Fiscal lmpact:

$448 to purchase the trees and $2,565 to plant the new trees will come from the balance
of the $14,000 originally budgeted for the work in this area ($10,270 has been spent to
date on tree removal and interim treatment and removal of the stumps).

The total dollar amount to implement the tree planting 83013.
The initial maintenance work necessary for the trees to become established will be
performed by the contractor. After the first three months, maintenance will be performed

by Department of Public Works personnel.

Measure of Success

The planting and final “establishment” of fourteen (14) trees along san Mateo Lane and
restoration of a more “native” ecology in that location.

Attachments:
L3 Revised San Mateo Lane proposed tree plan

O Original proposed planting plan.
L1 Assistant to City Manager staft report of July 21, 2008
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City of Brisbane
Agenda Report

TO: Honorable Mayor and City Council

FROM: Fred Smith via Clay Holstine, City Manager
DATE: Meeting of Tuly 21, 2008

SUBJECT: Update on options for eucalyptus tree removals.

CITY COUNCIL GOALS:
1. To maintain and imprave infrastructure.
8. To develop plans and pursue opportunities to protect natural resources,
14, To preserve and enhance livability and diversity of neighborhoods.

PURPOSE: To review previously discussed options for eucalyptus tree removals in
Central Brisbane.

RECOMMENDATION:
Provide direchon te statt
BACKGROUND:

At its meeting of April 16,2007, the City Couneil discussed wreport from statf anoptions
for manzoement and removal of cucalvptus trees in central Brishane. Bucalypius trees are
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The Council expressed interest in proceeding with option #4 so. on July 2302007, statt
came hack to Council with a proposed cantriet with Mountats Enrerprises, Inc to remove
the cucatyptus trees and clear brush on an approximately 0.6 aore site ar the end of Paul
Ave. at a cost of approximately $27.000. The work was done in combination with
remnoval of trees on two adjacent properties that was funded by those owners,

At the April 6% meeting, the Council also indicated that it was not interested 1
considering removai of the trees at the Community Park panhandle (option #3) and wonfdd
comsider the other two sites at a lafer date. This staff report will discuss these two options
as well us remaining issues refated to the work done at the end of Paul Ave.

in addition to the above projects. the annual vegetation management plan for the ity
apen space lands in the Brishane Acves has includaed o nhased remaoval of cucalyptus trees
on those Tands purchased with grant funds and/or funds from the City s Open Spiwe Fund,
This staff report will include an update on the status of that effort. as well

DISCUSSION:

[ San Mateo Lane There is a row of 14 large cucalyptus trees on the north (canyon
side of the street and two large trees on the south side of the street. These trees are on the
City right of way and have been a maintenance issue for a number of years, In addition,
netghboring property owners have made numerous complaints to the City about these
trees. Within the last three years, this stand of frees has been thinned and crowns of these
trees have been substantially cut back., However, this work will have to be redone
perodically since the trees will continue 1o grow hack frly quickiy, Smee (hese frees
are on City property and adjacent to the street. rensovil af these trees would be a
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atively straichtforward project. Last vear stafl reesived estimates ol approximately
10000 ¢ $14.000 1oy Gus work, .
7108 Trimiy Rd. There are five large eucalyplus frees adpacent (o the street between

108 and 136 Trinity Road. These trees are quite Targe and averhang the street and the
adjacent houses. They are also adjacent 1o the PG&E Hines that run along the stroet
Ulsing existing survey maps and the City s GIS database. stal ¥ has concluded that these

rees are located on private property, just outside the City right of way. Because of the
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right of entry agreement. In this case, the Uiy could advanee the Tunds for the work if the
property owner agreed to a payment schedule to remmburse the City. 0 the propenty owiner
could not atford to make payments. t ) tl deter repayment until the property wus
sold or transferred to the owner's heirs. In both these cases, the repayment would be
secured by o deed of trust pmv&dm” for o reasonable rate ot intervest ot the Oity's cast of
Fands.

Ahsent a mechanism to secure recovery of the City s casts, the City Attorney has advised
that it could construed to be a gift of public funds 1t the City were W pay for the remaoval
of trees on private property,

There are similar sttuations on other private pre »pa rties in town and the ehove issues

would aiso apply to thase cases. At the April 16! b \mumg\ the Counetl discusse
establishing a program for cost recovery as deseribed above but o decrsion was made 16
proceed.

City owned lots at the end of Paul Ave. As mentioned above, in 2007, the City removed
the eucalyptus trees and brush on the property it owns at the end of Paul Ave. However,
the City’s property does not extend all the way up to the adjacent dirt portion of Paut Ave
Consequently, the removal project did not include the row of approximately 15 trees
adjacent to the downhill side of the dirt road. These trees are situated on the Brisbane
Acres Lot 79, Because it would have made logical sense to include these trees iy the
project so that all the eucalyptus trees below the road wnuld he cleared. the City contacted
the property owner to see 16 she wished to participate in the project but we received no
FESPONSL,

I the Clty wishes to pursue the removal of these trees, one oplion would be o explore the

seyuision of an seeess and vegetabion nang
that contams te dirt read and the above mentioned trees, One benefit of such an
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casement would be that 5 could partially secure a permanent aecess o the City owned
property adjacent (w lot 749,

Saft has not received bids for the remaval of the frees next o Paul Ave but it is
estimated that it would cost approximarcly S5.000 16 510D for it work Avqnsiien

of an cascineni over e property could mvolve an addiponal cost thin i undetermimed
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trees on adjacent County Park tand and this proposed project would mclude those rees o
a cooperative effort wnh the County. The total cost ol hi\; project would be
approximately $20.000 with the County's contribution funding approximately $2000 o1
this total. The m};cu deseribed ubove will complete Tht. cucalyplus removal on the

City"s open space lands in the Brisbane Acres.

FISCAL IMPACT/FINANCING ISSUES

$50.600 For urhan forestry was approved in the Fiseal YVear 2008-09 budget. These furds
are available if the Counail wishes to pursue any ol the ahave projects.

$71.200 far the Brishane Acres vegetation management program was approved in the
Fieeal Year 2008-09 budeet in addition to the 7600 that was carmied over from 2007-08
and these funds are available for the Brishane Acres cucatyptus removil work.
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