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BRISBANE PLANNING COMMISSION

Minutes of March 13, 2008

Regular Meeting

CALL TO ORDER


Chairman Hunter called the meeting to order at 7:35 p.m.

ROLL CALL


Present:
Commissioners Hawawini, Munir and Maturo, and Chairman Hunter

Absent:
Commissioner Lentz

Staff Present:
Senior Planner Tune, Associate Planner Johnson
ADOPTION OF AGENDA

Commissioner Hawawini moved to adopt the agenda as proposed.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Munir and approved, 4 - 0.

CONSENT CALENDAR


1.
Approval of Draft Minutes of February 28, 2008 Regular Meeting


Commissioner Munir moved to approve the February 28 minutes.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Hawawini and approved, 4 – 0.


Chairman Hunter noted that the date of the minutes was incorrectly listed on the agenda as “February 29.”
ORAL COMMUNICATIONS

None.  

WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS


Chairman Hunter stated that a notice had been received regarding the Baylands Community Advisory Group meeting on March 18.
NEW BUSINESS

1.
PUBLIC HEARING:  1120-1122 Humboldt Road, Zoning Map Amendment RZ-1-08; Zoning Map Amendment to Rezone Rear +/-1,275 Sq. Ft. of Parcel from R-BA Brisbane Acres Residential District to R-1 Residential District to Eliminate Existing Split Zoning to Allow Rear Addition Previously Approved by the Planning Commission; Lenny Lind, applicant & owner; APN 007-463-040

Because he owns property within 500 ft. of the site, Chairman Hunter stepped down from the dais, and Vice Chairman Hawawini chaired the hearing for this item.

Senior Planner Tune explained that this project came before the Planning Commission just over a year ago for Tentative Parcel Map, Habitat Conservation Plan Compliance, Grading Permit and Variance approval.  He said that the Tentative Parcel Map was necessary to merge the two pieces of property that the existing house straddled.  Senior Planner Tune added that because the house also straddled the boundary between two zoning districts, a condition of that approval required that the rear 1,275 sq. ft. of the parcel be rezoned from the R-BA District to the R-1 District.  He said that this will eliminate the existing split-zoning situation so the existing house can be expanded toward the rear.
Senior Planner Tune noted that the proposed rezoning would be consistent with the General Plan land use designation of Residential 2 ½ to 14 Dwelling Units per Acre, and that the rezoning would not affect the jurisdictional boundaries of the 

San Bruno Mountain Area Habitat Conservation Plan, within which the rear of the property will remain subject to the HCP Operating Program previously approved by the Planning Commission.

Senior Planner Tune recommended that the Planning Commission adopt Resolution RZ-1-08 which recommends that the City Council amend the Zoning Map to rezone the rear portion of the subject property from the R-BA Brisbane Residential District to the R-1 Residential District.  He added that the applicant was not able to attend the meeting and had requested that the Commission act without him.
Acting Chairman Hawawini confirmed that the Commissioners had no questions for staff or the applicant.  He noted there was no one in the audience to speak on the item.

Commissioner Munir moved and Commissioner Maturo seconded the motion to close the public hearing, which passed 3-0.

Commissioner Munir moved and Commissioner Maturo seconded the motion to adopt Resolution RZ-1-08, which passed 3-0.
2. Election of Officers

Acting Chairman Hawawini asked Chairman Hunter to rejoin the Commission at the dais.
Chairman Hunter noted that the Planning Commission traditionally rotates the offices of Chair and Vice Chair when the terms begin in February.  He recommended that Commissioner Hawawini be nominated for Chair and Commissioner Maturo for Vice Chair.

Commissioner Munir agreed with the recommendations.  He explained that Commissioner Lentz had confirmed via e-mail that the Commission should proceed with election of officers while he was out of the country.

Commissioner Maturo said that she was excited about the opportunity and would be grateful to be able to gain the experience of supporting Commissioner Hawawini as Chair.

Commissioner Hawawini stated that he had enjoyed being on the Commission and had learned a great deal through the process.  He said he would be honored to serve as Chairman, but would have to decline, because he had decided to resign from the Planning Commission due to various concerns.  He nominated Commissioner Maturo as Chair instead.
Chairman Hunter recognized Commissioner Hawawini’s involvement in numerous activities in the community.  He said he would miss the camaraderie and thoughtful comments Commissioner Hawawini had provided while on the Commission.

Commissioner Hawawini expressed his appreciation to staff.  He also thanked the public for their participation.  He said that serving as a Commissioner has made him more sensitive to environmental concerns.

Commissioner Munir said he understood that Commissioner Hawawini’s decision was based upon a number of personal considerations.  He said that he had enjoyed working with Commissioner Hawawini.  He noted Commissioner Hawawini’s contributions to the community and commitment to the Chamber of Commerce, all while serving on the Planning Commission.

Commissioner Hawawini stated that his original intention in joining the Commission was to make a difference.  He said he felt he was leaving the Commission in good hands.

Commissioner Maturo said she was shocked and a little disappointed that she would not be able to enjoy being Vice Chair with Commissioner Hawawini wielding the gavel.  She said that she had learned a lot while serving with him, even if they did not always agree on things.  Commissioner Maturo added that she particularly appreciated how Commissioner Hawawini would take time to explain matters to the public.

Commissioner Hawawini thanked the City Council for the opportunity to serve on the Commission.  He explained that his change of heart came within the past few days; otherwise, he would not have reapplied for his seat on the Commission.

Commissioner Munir suggested that the Commission have Commissioner Hawawini come back to celebrate when his replacement takes his seat on the Commission.

Chairman Hunter moved to elect Commissioner Maturo as Chair and Commissioner Munir as Vice Chair.  Commissioner Hawawini seconded the motion, which passed unanimously.  Chairman Hunter turned over the gavel to the new Chair.
ITEMS INITIATED BY STAFF


Associate Planner Johnson expressed staff’s appreciation of Commissioner Hawawini’s service on the Commission.
ITEMS INITIATED BY THE COMMISSION


Chair Maturo noted that Habitat Restoration Day is March 22.
ADJOURNMENT


There being no further business, Commissioner Hunter made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Munir, to adjourn to the Regular Meeting of March 27, 2008.  The motion was unanimously approved.  The meeting was adjourned by Chair Maturo at 8:00 p.m.
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