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AB 1234 Ethics Training for Local Officials

Cn Oclober 7, 2005, lhe Governor signed Assembly Bill No 1234 AB 1234 requires (hat if a local
agency provides any lype of compensalion, salary, or slipend to, or reimburses |he expenses of a
member of s legislative body' {as that term 1s defined in Calformia Governmenl Code Section 549523,
thal local agency’s officials musl receive training in elhics.

The bdl also provides that if an entity develops cnlena for the elhics Iraining required by AB 1234, |hen
Lhe Fair Polilical Praclices Comnussion and the Atlorney General shall be consulled regarding any
proposed course conlent Other Lhan the consultatlon requirement regarding the training course,
the Commission has no Jurlsdiction o Interpret or advise on the requirements of AB 1234. In
response o AB 1234's requiremenl lhal the Commussion be consulled regarding proposed course
conlent, Ihe Commission has implemented Regulalion 18371 Please see Regulatwon 18371 for
information on whal lhe Commission has delermined should be included in a local elhics lraining course
A link lo Regulatwon 18371 and the Attorney General's Office’s AB 1234 informalion can be lound below'

There are numerous lraining oplions, Including Lraning conducled by commercial arganwzalions,
nonprofits, or even an agency’s own legal counsel. In addilion, interested parlies have collaboraled 1o
creale an on-line raimng program thal will allow local officials lo satisfy the requrements of AB 1234 on
a cosi-free basis The traming may be accessed by cickmyg the bution below, and al the end of the
Lrasming a cerlificalion of completion musl be printed.

The free online Iraning offered here 1s a sell-serve Iraining program Ilis |
your abligalion lo print a certilicate and provide 1l to your agency in a
limely manner Please allow ample tme lo ensure hat you are able (o
complete Lhe fraining by lhe due dale We are nol responsible for

‘ unexpecled lechrical difficullies thal could gcour resulling in unavailability ‘
of this. training program on gur websile. No copies ean be retained by lhe
program or lhe websile. Please do nol share your accounl.

Logal Ethics Online Tralning (FREE) | ‘

Other Helplul Links:

s Link to lext of Assembly B 1234

. Link lo Regulalion 18371 ( pdl file)

* Lk [0 Resource Charl

. Link lo Attomey General's OFice AR 1234 Crilena { pdf file)
= Link to Instilule for Local Government Resources

A special thanks lo he Inslitule for Local Government, Lhe Counly of Monlerey and the stale and local
agencies and cfficials that hetped develop and lest Lhe program

Please nole, as slaled above, the FPPC cannol advise on lhe legal requirements of AB 1234 because
lhe FPPC does not have jurisdiction lo do so. For questions perlaming lo legal inter prelation and
applicalion of AB 1234 please consull your local agency counsel However, if you have questions,
concerns, or problems regarding technical issues related lo the onine training program offered on our
websile only, please lesl free to contact us al: ab1234@lppc ca gov If you have questions refaled ta lhe
Polilical Reform Act please call our advice line al 1-B86-275-3772.

http://'www. fppe.ca.gov/index.php?id=477
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