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OPEN SPACE AND ECOLOGY COMMITTEE 

 
ACTION  MINUTES 

 
Tuesday, November 13, 2012  6:30 PM 

Community Meeting Room  
 Brisbane City Hall 

50 Park Place, Brisbane, CA  94005 
 

Call to order 
Chair Fieldman called the meeting to order at 6:30 PM.   
 
Committee members present:  
Court, Ebel, Gutekanst, Hayuk, Salmon, Sweeney, and Chair Fieldman 
Committee members absent: 
None 
 
Staff members present: 
Administrative Services Director Schillinger 
Management Analyst Pontecorvo 
 
Others: 
Ray Miller 
 
1.  Adoption of the agenda.  
 
Under “Other Committee Matters” Chair Fieldman asked to add “Feral Cats meeting” 
and “Science Fair update” to the agenda.  MC Ebel added “Tree List review.”   MC 
Hayuk moved and MC Gutekanst seconded to adopt the agenda as amended.  The motion 
passed unanimously.   
 
2.   Oral Communications for items not on the agenda. 
 
There were no public comments under Oral Communications.     
 
3. Recognition of Ray Miller for his service on the Open Space and Ecology 

Committee. 
  
Chair Fieldman opened the meeting by recognizing Ray Miller for his many years of 
service on the Open Space and Ecology Committee.  She then invited everyone present to 
say a few words.  Each member of the Committee and staff commended Mr. Miller for 
his commitment to ecological sustainability and his contributions to the Committee, City 
Council, and Brisbane community. MC Gutekanst spoke last and presented Mr. Miller 
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with a scrapbook highlighting his many accomplishments on the Open Space and 
Ecology Committee.   
 
Ray Miller offered heartfelt thanks to the Committee for their words of appreciation, and 
recognized each member for their dedication and high quality work.  He presented a 
history of the Committee and shared ideas for future initiatives.   
 
Councilmember Clarke Conway spoke in appreciation of Ray Miller’s years of 
unparalleled dedication to the Committee and to Brisbane.  He also noted that the City 
Council relies on the rigorous advisory work of the Open Space and Ecology Committee.  
 
John Burr congratulated Ray Miller on his vital service to Brisbane, and commented on 
the urgency of continuing to protect open space and promote sustainability in Brisbane.  
 
  
4.  Other Committee Matters. 
  a.  Community education on environmental issues  
 
Chair Fieldman launched a discussion about the need for educating the community on a 
variety of environmental issues.  She suggested thinking about the topics that should be 
addressed, as well as the venues and opportunities for sharing information. She opened 
up the discussion and invited ideas for promoting environmental education.  
 
Anja Miller  commented on creating a sustainability brochure, and offering hands-on 
activities such as the Committee’s clothesline and gardening exhibits at the Community 
Festival.  
 
MC Court spoke in favor of creating a visually appealing, engaging brochure on 
sustainability.  MC Hayuk suggested working with the school children. MC Salmon 
asked about creating a window display at the old 5 Star Café.   
 
Chair Fieldman recommended created two subcommittees to continue working on these 
issues.  One would promote general environmental education through community events, 
displays, and articles, while the other would create an engaging brochure about 
sustainability. MC Hayuk made a motion to establish two OSEC subcommittees: one to 
create a Sustainability Brochure, and a second to promote Community Education on 
environmental issues.  MC Ebel seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.   
 
After further discussion, the following subcommittees were established:  
I.   Community Education  
      - Ebel, Salmon, Sweeney 
II.  Sustainability Brochure  
      - Court, Fieldman, Gutekanst  
 
  b.  Scabiosa article in S.F. Chronicle  
Chair Fieldman referred the Committee members to the San Francisco Chronicle article 
that features Scabiosa.  She asked for a volunteer to prepare a letter of response to the 
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newspaper calling attention to the problem of invasive plants that escape from home 
gardens and encroach on native habitat.   
 
MC Sweeny offered to write a reply to the Chronicle. Management Analyst Pontecorvo 
agreed to send Mr. Sweeney the letters that have been submitted by OSEC on this topic 
in past years. After further discussion, the Committee concluded that MC Sweeney would 
write the letter and send it to MC Gutekanst for review before submission to the 
Chronicle.     
 
  c.  Christmas Bird Count   
Management Analyst Pontecorvo explained that Marge Bushman has come before the 
Committee to discuss the Christmas Bird Count, and asked to agendize this item.  She has 
volunteered for many years to count birds near San Bruno Mountain, the lagoon, and the 
Baylands.  Ms. Pontecorvo noted that Brisbane volunteers are needed on December 27 at 
7:00am and provided contact information for further information.  
 
  d.  Green Building subcommittee update 
MC Hayuk and Chair Fieldman provided an update on the November 7th meeting of the 
Green Building ordinance subcommittee.  Kathleen Gallagher of CSG Consultants  
presented a matrix of options for applying CALGreen, LEED, and GreenPoint Rated 
systems to residential, commercial, mixed-use, and public facilities. The next step will be 
for staff to incorporate the subcommittee’s recommendation into a preliminary draft 
ordinance. The GBO subcommittee will meet next on December 5.  
 
  e.  CAG update 
MC Gutekanst announced that the CAG remediation subcommittee will meet on 
Wednesday November 14 at 5pm.  The next full meeting of the Brisbane Baylands CAG 
will be Tuesday November 20 at 7 pm in the Community Center. It will feature a  
representative from the BAAQMD.  
 
  f.  HCP TAC update 
MC Salmon reported on the October 18 meeting of the San Bruno Mountain Habitat 
Conservation Plan Technical Advisory Committee.  She noted that Eric Tattersall and 
Mike Thomas from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service attended by phone. Also present 
were restoration contractors and representatives from the County, TRA, Mountain Watch, 
and CNPS.  She referred the Committee to the detailed minutes.  The next TAC meeting 
is scheduled for mid January.   
 

g. Feral Cats     
Chair Fieldman announced a meeting about Feral Cats on November 28 at 7:00pm in the 
Community Meeting Room. The informational meeting is sponsored by the Brisbane 
Police Department and volunteers from cat rescues. The discussion will cover trap-
neuter-return issues, and how feral cats affect the environment.  Chair Fieldman invited 
members to attend the meeting; MC Ebel agreed to participate.   
 
  h.   Science Fair  
Chair Fieldman announced that former Committee member Anjana Richards will not be 
available to serve as a judge in the science fair.  Administrative Services Director 
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Schillinger noted that the schools prefer scientist as judges, but that the Committee might 
want to work with science teachers next year to help students develop ideas for ecology 
projects.     
 
  i.  Tree List  

MC Sweeney reported that he had written up his comments and recommendations 
regarding Brisbane’s Approved Street Tree List.  MC Ebel expressed interest in adding 
fruit trees to the list.  MC Sweeney raised a number of concerns regarding safety, 
nuisance, and liability issues that could arise. The Committee agreed to suggest 
consideration of fruit trees in appropriate locations. MC Salmon, Gutekanst, and Ebel 
recommended adding more native trees to the street tree list.  MC Salmon expressed 
concern about the height of trees in the Northeast Ridge and the type of trees that should 
be planted in Crocker Industrial Park. She asked staff to gather information regarding the 
CC & R’s (Conditions, Covenants and Restrictions) and to consider taking action to 
address these issues.  

  
5.  Approval of minutes: October 9, 2012. 
MC Sweeny made a motion to approve the minutes of October 9, 2012.  MC Hayuk 
seconded. The motion passed unanimously.  
 
6. Next meeting date 
The next meeting date was set for December 11, 2012. 
 
7. Adjournment. 
The meeting adjourned at 9:35 pm. 
 
 


